
Queen’s University 
GPHY 370 - Special Topics in Human Geography 

 

The Lives of Animals 
 

Fall 2019 Course Outline 

 
 

Instructor:  Lauren Van Patter 
Email:    lauren.vanpatter@queensu.ca  
 
Description 
Animals are so central to human affairs and tied up with our visions of progress and the good life that 
we are unable to fully see them. As scholar John Berger (1980) writes, “everywhere animals 
disappear”. This contradiction of centrality and disappearance necessitates a need and willingness to 
take animals seriously. This course fosters in-depth understanding and appreciation of animals’ lives 
and geographies through the following lenses: (i) social constructions; (ii) power; (iii) networks; (iv) 
agency; and (v) subjectivity. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:  

• Summarize key issues related to animals as companions, food, labourers, problems, and 
nature 

• Interpret animals through the conceptual frames of social constructions, power, networks, 
agency, and subjectivity 

• Think critically and form opinions about the roles, meanings, and values surrounding animals 
in society 

 
Approach 
The course approach is based on three elements. First, breadth of perspectives whereby you engage 
with a wide range of topics and opinions. Second, critical engagement whereby you prepare for class 
by reading the assigned texts in-depth and applying them thoughtfully in our activities and 
discussions. Third, active learning whereby you explore animal lives via class activities, discussions, 
assignments, guest lectures, films, etc. with opportunities to voice your own experiences and 
opinions.  
 
It is important for all of us in the course to create an inclusive, respectful, positive, and enjoyable 
learning environment. Please be respectful of fellow classmates and instructors by allowing all of us 
the right to voice our opinions without fear of ridicule, and by refraining from judgemental and/or 
objectionable (ethnic, gender, racial, homophobic, speciesist, etc.) comments, especially directed at a 
classmate. Also recognize that we may differ in our perspectives on and approaches to engaging with 
animals – be mindful that we are here to learn from one another and to challenge one another, 
respectfully and positively, on our viewpoints and assumptions.  
 
Class attendance is expected, particularly given the experiential nature of course materials and 
activities, as well as time/energy generously offered by guests. When attending class sessions, it is 
expected that you will offer your full, undivided attention to exploring course materials, listening to 
lectures, and participating in discussions and activities. Technology can be distracting to those 
around you so use your mobile devices and laptops in ways that are mindful of your fellow students 
and instructors. Some class activities may require laptops; you will be informed of this in advance. 
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Schedule of Topics 
 

Tuesdays, 2:30pm – Ellis 226 Wednesdays, 8:30am – M-C D216 

Part I: Animal Foundations & Frameworks 
The first five weeks of class will introduce the foundational concepts underlying animal 

geographies, including the origins of the animal turn in the social sciences and humanities, and key 
principles in animal ethics. Students will read seminal texts, engage with their own views on animal 
ethics, and learn about the development of animal/more-than-human geographies. The conceptual 

framework for the course will be established, which explores animals’ lives and geographies 
through the lenses of: social constructions, power, networks, agency, and subjectivity. 
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Course introduction  
-Animal Geographies overview 
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Animal Space, Beastly Places 
-set up framework for course 
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Intro to Animal ethics  
-anthropocentrism, speciesism, etc. 
-key ethical approaches, arguments S

e
p
t 

1
8

 Perspectives in animal ethics/ 
philosophy   
-ethical approaches con’d 
-posthumanism 
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 Social constructions of animals 
-animal are imbued with culturally specific 
meanings which shape human-animal 
interactions S

e
p
t 

2
5

 Animals & Power 
-human-animal relations are saturated with 
power, which be overt, subtle, or 
intersectional 

Assignment #1: Reflective Essay on Animal Ethics (15%) 
Deadline Friday September 27th 2019 (OnQ submission by 5pm) 
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 Animal Networks 

-animals circulate through global (material 
& virtual) networks of capitalism, 
conservation, etc. as symbols & as bodies 
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Animal Agency 
-animals are actors who participate in 
socio-spatial practices, co-shaping 
relations with humans, other species, and 
their environments 

O
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Assignment 2 meeting 
-documentary film analysis O

c
t 
9
 Animal Subjectivity 

-animals are beings with their own 
experiences, lifeworlds, cultures 

Part II: Animal Spaces, Beastly Places 
In the second 6 weeks, a variety of concepts and cases will be engaged to explore animals as: 

companions, food, labourers, problems, and nature. From the intimate geographies of the home, 
the corporeal and environmental geographies of the farm, and the contested geographies of 
‘problem’ pest/feral/invasive/synurbic species, key issues will be explored through instructor 

lectures, guest lectures, readings, films, and active learning activities. 
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 Animals as companions  
-exploring the intimate geographies of the 
home O

c
t 
1
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 Animals as food  
-exploring the corporeal and environmental 
geographies of farmed-animal production 

Assignment #2: Documentary Film Analysis (15%) 
Deadline Friday October 18th 2019 (OnQ submission by 5pm) 
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 Assignment 3 meeting 1 
-conducting multispecies ethnography 
-group organization & planning O

c
t 
2
3

 Animals as objects of science and 
spectacle 
-exploring the use of animals in 
laboratories and entertainment  
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 Animals as workers 
-exploring more-than-human labour 
geographies O

c
t 
3
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 Animals as nature 
-exploring the wild lives that intersect with 
the spaces of zoos, tourism, protected 
areas, etc. 

N
o
v
 5

 Debating ‘nature’ & conservation 
-ethical tourism, protected areas, zoos, 
rewilding, etc. N

o
v
 6

 

Animals as ‘problem’ I: the pest & 
invasive 
-exploring the contested geographies of the 
unwelcome and out-of-place 

N
o
v
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2
 Assignment 3 meeting 2 

-work & get feedback on multispecies 
ethnography analysis; plan poster N

o
v
 1

3
 Animals as ‘problem’ II: the feral & 

synurbic 
-exploring the contested geographies of 
‘liminal’ urban cohabitants 

N
o
v
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Imagining new possibilities I: Co-
flourishing in multispecies cities 
-exploring cities as shared human-animal 
spaces 

N
o
v
 2

0
 

Imagining new possibilities II: 
Interspecies community at farmed 
animal sanctuaries 
-exploring farmed animal sanctuaries as 
spaces of resistance against animal 
exploitation 

Assignment #3: Group Multispecies Ethnography Research Poster (25%) 
Deadline Friday November 22nd 2019 (OnQ submission by 5pm) 

Part III: Animal Reflections 
The final week will provide an opportunity to share findings from group research projects, reflect on 

course content, and consider future trajectories of animal geographies. 

N
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6
 Assignment 3 poster session 

-students will share posters, answer 
questions, circulate and learn about other 
groups’ projects N

o
v
 2

7
 Course conclusion 

-summarize key course concepts & reflect 
on the future of Animal Geographies 
*Distribute take home final exam materials 

Assignment #4: Take-Home Exam (25%) 
Deadline Friday December 11th 2019 (OnQ submission by 5pm) 

 
Readings & Other resources 
Required readings (as PDFs) and other resources (as documents or links) are available via OnQ. 
While all required readings are noted on the schedule above, other course materials and tasks will be 
assigned throughout the semester, particularly for in-class activities 
 
Assignments & Assessment 
In addition to in-class engagements and reflections, there are three assignments in this course and a 
final take-home exam (preparations for which will require a sustained effort throughout the semester 
and in-depth engagement with course materials). Detailed assignment guidelines and assessment 
criteria will be distributed during the semester. A general overview the course assignments is as 
follows: 
 

Assignment What? Due date Weight 

1 750 word essay Sept 27 5pm (on Q) 15% 

2 750 word essay Oct 18 5pm (on Q) 15% 

3 Group research project (poster) Nov 22 5pm (on Q) 25% 

Final Exam Take home (essay style) Dec 11 5pm (on Q) 25% 

In-class reflections 20 1-2 sentence (hard copy) End of each class 20% 
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Assignment #1: Reflective Essay on Animal Ethics  
(15% of final grade due Fri Sept 27th 2019) 
The purpose of this assignment is to learn about major scholarly perspectives related to 
human use of and interactions with animals, as well as for you to reflect upon your own 
position within ethical debates. You are required to select one of the five ethical approaches 
reviewed in class and discuss your ethical stance in light of course readings and discussions 
(during week two of the course), and personal experiences. Your reflective essay should be 
no longer than 750 words.  
 
Assignment #2: Documentary Film Analysis  
(15% of final grade due Fri Oct 18th 2019) 
The purpose of this assignment is to apply the animal geography lenses you have learned 
about in class to an animal documentary. You will choose one of the assigned films from The 
Nature of Things (links available through OnQ). In the first part of the essay you will analyze 
the documentary in terms of animals’ Beastly Places (i.e. Agency & Subjectivity), for instance: 
the animal’s characteristics, behaviours, experiences, cultures, interactions with other 
animals & humans, spatial context, etc. In the second part of the essay, you will analyze the 
documentary in terms of the Animal Spaces dynamics revealed in the film (Power, Social 
Constructions, or Networks). In this part, you will critically reflect on how the animal is 
represented, and what this reveals about human assumptions, understandings, and 
treatment of this particular animal. Your film analysis should be no longer than 750 words.  
 
Assignment #3: Group Multispecies Ethnography Research Poster 
(25% of final grade due on Fri Nov 22th 2019) 
The purpose of this assignment is to explore the spaces in which animals live, the 
circumstances and experiences these spaces offer them, and what these spaces tell us 
about how humans relate to and interact with animals. You will undertake original field 
research (multispecies ethnography) to consider these issues. In groups of four or five, you 
will draw together your individual observations of a particular space/species and advance a 
central argument using the framework outlined in class. Student groups must be registered 
and spaces must be discussed with and approved by the instructor by October 22nd 2019. 
You will present your findings in the form of a poster, which will be shared with the class 
during the final week. You will also submit individual observation notes. Please note that all 
group members will receive the same grade for this assignment.  
  
Assignment #4: Final Take-Home Exam (Essay Style) 
(25% of final grade distributed on Nov 27th and due on Wed Dec 11th 2019) 
The final take-home exam is based primarily on the scholarly readings assigned throughout 
the course. You will draw on class lectures, films, activities, discussions, assignments, and 
personal experiences during the course to demonstrate your understanding of the animal 
geography concepts and lenses and how they can be applied to particular cases of human-
animal interactions. In particular, the exam will require engagement with your own personal 
weekly reflections submitted in-class (see below). 
 
In-class Engagement & Reflection 
(20% of final grade, throughout course) 
During the last 5 minutes of each class (aside from classes 1 and 24) students will be asked 
to reflect and write 1-2 sentences on a particular topic or question, which they will submit as 
hard copy. Each submission will contribute 1% of final grades, to a total of 20%. The 
expectation is that reflections will engage substantively and critically with assigned course 
readings, lecture materials, and in class discussions and activities. At the end of the semester 
when the final take-home exam is distributed, weekly reflections will also be handed back to 
inform essay responses. 
 

 
 
… 
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Schedule of Required Readings  
(All readings + additional resources posted on OnQ) 

 
Sept 10 

 
Course intro: 

Animal 
geographies  

-Emel, J., Wilbert, C., & Wolch, J. (2002). Animal geographies. 
Society and Animals, 10(4), 407-412. 
 

Sept 11 
 

Animal Spaces, 
Beastly Places: 

course framework 

-Philo, C., & Wilbert, C. (2000). Animal spaces, beastly places: An 
introduction. In Philo, C., & Wilbert, C. (Eds.). Animal spaces, 
beastly places: New geographies of human-animal relations (pp. 
1-34). London, UK: Routledge. 

Sept 17 
 

Intro to animal 
studies & ethics 

-Probyn-Rapsey, F. (2018). Anthropocentrism. In Gruen, L. (Ed.). 
Critical Terms for Animal Studies (47-63). University of Chicago 
Press.  
-Gruen, L. (2017). The Moral Status of Animals. Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Available from: 
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-animal/ 

Sept 18 
 

Debates in animal 
ethics 

N/A 

Sept 24 
 

Social 
constructions of 

animals 

-Van Patter, L. E., & Hovorka, A. J. (2018). ‘Of place’ or ‘of 
people’: exploring the animal spaces and beastly places of feral 
cats in southern Ontario. Social & Cultural Geography, 19(2), 275-
295. 

Sept 25 
 

Animals & power -Wadiwel, D. (2018). Biopolitics. In Gruen, L. (Ed.). Critical Terms 
for Animal Studies (79-98). University of Chicago Press.  

Oct 1 
 

Animal Networks -Barua, M. (2014). Circulating elephants: unpacking the 
geographies of a cosmopolitan animal. Transactions of the 
Institute of British Geographers, 39(4), 559-573. 
-Collard, R. C. (2014). Putting animals back together, taking 
commodities apart. Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, 104(1), 151-165. 

Oct 2 
 

Animal Agency -Todd, Z. (2014). Fish pluralities: Human-animal relations and 
sites of engagement in Paulatuuq, Arctic Canada. 
Études/Inuit/Studies, 38(1-2), 217-238. 
-Urbanik, J., & Morgan, M. (2013). A tale of tails: The place of dog 
parks in the urban imaginary. Geoforum, 44, 292-302. 

Oct 8 
 

Assignment 2 
meeting 

 

-Davies, G. (2000). Virtual animals in electronic zoos: the 
changing geographies of animal capture and display. In Philo, C., 
& Wilbert, C. (Eds.). Animal spaces, beastly places: New 
geographies of human-animal relations (243-267). London, UK: 
Routledge.  

Oct 9 
 

Animal Subjectivity -Baynes-Rock, M. (2013). Life and death in the multispecies 
commons. Social Science Information, 52(2), 210-227. 

Oct 15 
 

Animals as 
companions 

-Nast, H. J. (2006). Loving… whatever: Alienation, neoliberalism 
and pet-love in the twenty-first century. ACME, 5(2), 300-327. 

Oct 16 
 

Animals as food -Gillespie, K. (2014). Sexualized violence and the gendered 
commodification of the animal body in Pacific Northwest US dairy 
production. Gender, Place & Culture, 21(10), 1321-1337. 
-Weis, T. (2013). The meat of the global food crisis. The Journal 
of Peasant Studies, 40(1), 65-85. 

Oct 22 
 

Assignment 3 
meeting 1 

 

-Shapiro, K. (1990). Understanding dogs through kinesthetic 
empathy, social construction, and history. Anthrozoös, 3(3), 184-
195 

Oct 23 
 

Animals as objects 
of science and 

spectacle 
 

-Birke, L. (2003). Who—or What—are the Rats (and Mice) in the 
Laboratory. Society & Animals, 11(3), 207-224. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/moral-animal/
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-Neo, H., & Ngiam, J. Z. (2014). Contesting captive cetaceans:(il) 
legal spaces and the nature of dolphins in urban Singapore. 
Social & Cultural Geography, 15(3), 235-254. 

Oct 29 
 

Animals as 
workers 

-Coulter, K. (2016). Chapter 2: The work done by animals: 
Identifying and understanding animals’ work. In Animals, work, 
and the promise of interspecies solidarity (55-95). New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Oct 30 
 

Animals as Nature 
 

-Chambers, C. N., & Main, M. E. (2014). Between “wild” and 
“tame”: Placing encounters with Sirocco the Kakapo parrot in 
Aotearoa/New Zealand. Society & Animals, 22(1), 57-79. 
-Emel, J. (1995). Are you man enough, big and bad enough? 
Ecofeminism and wolf eradication in the USA. Environment and 
Planning D: Society and Space, 13(6), 707-734. 

Nov 5 
 

Debating nature & 
conservation 

 

N/A 

Nov 6 
 

Animals as 
‘Problem’: Pest & 

invasive 

-Jerolmack, C. (2008). How pigeons became rats: The cultural-
spatial logic of problem animals. Social problems, 55(1), 72-94. 
-Ginn, F. (2008). Extension, subversion, containment: eco‐
nationalism and (post) colonial nature in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. Transactions of the Institute of British 
Geographers, 33(3), 335-353. 

Nov 12  N/A (Assignment 3 meeting 2) 

Nov 13 
 

Animals as 
‘Problem’: Feral & 

synurbic 
 

-Barua, M., & Sinha, A. (2019). Animating the urban: An 
ethological and geographical conversation. Social & Cultural 
Geography, 20(8), 1160-1180. 
-Narayanan, Y. (2017). Street dogs at the intersection of 
colonialism and informality: ‘Subaltern animism’ as a posthuman 
critique of Indian cities. Environment and Planning D: Society and 
Space, 35(3), 475-494. 

Nov 19 
 

New possibilities: 
Co-flourishing in 

multispecies cities 
 

-Van Dooren, T., & Rose, D. B. (2012). Storied-places in a 
multispecies city. Humanimalia, 3(2), 1-27.  

Nov 20 
 

New possibilities: 
Interspecies 
community 

-Donaldson, S., & Kymlicka, W. (2015). Farmed animal 
sanctuaries: The heart of the movement. Politics and 
Animals, 1(1), 50-74. 

Nov 26  N/A (Assignment 3 Student poster session) 

Nov 27 Course conclusion TBD 

 


